The fifth edition of this powerful reference source is yet again another splendid and informative text from Drs Paul D. Davis and Gavin N. C. Kenny, but with the sad absence of Dr G. D. Parbrook.
Since the fourth edition, many changes have taken place, not only within the book but also with anaesthesia practice itself. The text highlights the basic principles of physics and clinical measurement in anaesthesia and will be an invaluable reference for candidates sitting Part I of the College examinations. It will also prove useful for consultants requiring revision of the basic principles and as a reference for nursing and technical staff.
The content has been revised so that information regarding older equipment no longer in current use, but relevant in understanding physical principles, has been retained. New equipment and technologies that have emerged since the fourth edition have been added. Calculations and examples have been kept to a minimum while still sufficient to keep the reader well versed. Graphics and diagrams within the book have all been extensively redone to produce a slick and easy-to-use reference.
Chapter headings remain the same but with the addition of a new chapter, which expands the previous edition section on assessment of awareness under anaesthesia. This book is the publication from the recent 5th International Symposium on the History of Anaesthesia in Santiago. It is the fifth in this series of now quadrennial meetings and this book contains over 90 diverse papers on the history of anaesthesia that are well presented, illustrated and referenced. They are generally short, concise and make for very pleasant browsing. This book complements the earlier publications of these meetings that began after the first meeting in 1982.
There is a significant Spanish perspective but I found the sections on Anesthesia and the Arts, Oxygen and Anesthesia, and Resuscitation particularly interesting. There are several good papers by Australian authors, and I think this book (like its predecessors) is an excellent current reference on work being undertaken on the history of our specialty and its related fields. It would be a good reference to give an historical slant for anaesthetic lectures. Unfortunately, this book is not cheap, but would be of greatest interest to the enthusiastic anaesthetic historian or the departmental library. This trans-Atlantic collaboration has as its stated aim: "...to provide a description of many of the basic regional anaesthetic tools and the common joint and muscular injections that may be of benefit to patients with persistent or severe pain." It achieves this remarkably well. It is presented as a text atlas with multiple diagrams and photographs
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